
 

 

 

 

 

City of Pleasant Ridge 

23925 Woodward Avenue 

Pleasant Ridge, Michigan 48069 

        

City Commission Meeting 

July 12, 2022 

Agenda 
 
Honorable Mayor, City Commissioners and Residents: This shall serve as your official notification 
of the Regular City Commission Meeting to be held Tuesday, July 12, 2022, at 7:30pm, in the City 
Commission Chambers, Pleasant Ridge City Hall, 23925 Woodward Avenue, Pleasant Ridge, MI 
48069. The following items are on the Agenda for your consideration: 
 
REGULAR CITY COMMISSION MEETING – 7:30 P.M. 
1. Meeting Called to Order. 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. Roll Call. 
 
4. PUBLIC DISCUSSION – items not on the Agenda. 
 
5. Governmental Reports. 
 
6. City Commission Liaison Reports. 

• Commissioner Schmier – Historical Commission. 
• Commissioner Budnik – Recreation Commission. 
• Commissioner Lenko – Ferndale Public Schools. 
• Commissioner Perry – Planning/DDA. 

 
7. Consent Agenda. 

All items listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Commission, will be enacted 
by one motion and approved by a roll call vote.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a 
City Commissioner or visitor so requests, in which event, the item will be removed from the consent agenda 
and considered as the last item of business. 
a. Minutes of the Public Hearing and Regular City Commission Meeting held Tuesday, 

June 14, 2022. 
b. Monthly Disbursement Report. 
c. Resolution regarding 2022 Federal Poverty Guidelines, as amended. 

d. Request by Clean Water Action to solicit door-to-door from July 13 – August 31, 

2022. 

 
8. Cork Liquor License discussion. 
 
9. City Manager’s Report. 
  
 
 



 

 

10. Other Business. 
 
11. Adjournment.    
 
In the spirit of compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals with a disability should feel 

free to contact the City at least seventy-two (72) hours in advance of the meeting, if requesting 

accommodations. If you have any ADA questions, please call the Clerk's Office (248) 541-2901. 



City of Pleasant Ridge 

23925 Woodward Avenue 

Pleasant Ridge, Michigan 48069 

City Commission Meeting 

June 14, 2022 

Having been duly publicized, Mayor Scott called the meeting to order at 7:31pm. 

Present: Commissioners Budnik, Lenko, Perry Schmier, Mayor Scott. 
Also Present: City Manager Breuckman, City Clerk Allison. 
Absent:  None. 

Introduction of Police Officer Patrick Lemke and Officer Pharoh Johnson 
Chief Nowak introduced Officer Johnson.  Officer Lemke was unable to attend the meeting. 

Public Discussion 
Ted Zachary, 68 Devonshire, would like to create a city motto and include the word “kindness”.  
Would like the city to participate in “No Mow May”. Teds’s Terrific Tip – wear a bike helmet with 
you are on a ladder for protection.  Buttnernut squash challenge still ongoing.  Brought small plants 
to give to the Commission.   

Howard Smith, 60 Woodward Heights, traffic issues on Woodward Heights.  Would like Woodward 
Heights engineered for calming before other streets and major roads.  Has been emailing the City 
Manager for assistance with the truck traffic, and he has been helpful with the truck traffic.  
Thanked the police department for the extra patrols.   

Deb Hemmi, Huntington Woods Library Director, gave an update on events related to the 
Huntington Woods Library.   

Charlie LeDuff, 8 Woodside Park, his yard abuts the park behind the Community Center, read the 
noise ordinance.  Believes the noise coming from the Community Center is excessive and has been 
getting worse over the past few years.  Does not want to call the police department for excessive 
noise.  Request the community center staff police their own building for noise.   

Bobby Laurance, Senator Bullocks office, no report. 

Governmental Reports 
Chief Nowak gave an update regarding the police department, crime statistics, code enforcement 
issues, gun locks are available free of charge at the Police Department. 

City Commission Liaison Reports 
Perry reported on information related to the Planning Commission/DDA.  No meeting was held 
since the last City Commission meeting.  The next regular meeting is scheduled for July 25th. 

Schmier reported on events related to the Historical Commission.  Pewabic Tile are available for 
purchase in the Historical Museum, when open, and at City Hall during business hours.  Museum 

Item 7a



will be opened for an hour before City Commission meetings throughout the summer.  Normal 
Saturday opening hours will continue.  Garden Sanctuary Tour has been cancelled for 2022, looking 
towards 2023 with the possibility of a full home and garden tour.  

Budnik reported on events related to the Recreation Department Commission. Summer Camp Class 
and activity registrations are available online. Ridger will be delivered soon and will be available 
online. 

Lenko reported on information related to the Ferndale Public Schools.  Meetings are viewable on 
YouTube.  Last meeting was May 16th and the next meeting will be June 20th.  Superintendent 
search has been narrowed down to two finalists.  Interviews for the finalists will be this week. 

Consent Agenda 
22-3565

Motion by Commissioner Perry, second by Commissioner Schmier, that the Consent Agenda be 
approved. 

Adopted: Yeas: Commissioner Perry, Schmier, Budnik, Lenko, Mayor Scott. 
Nays: None. 

Fiscal year 2022-2023 Combined City Budget and the 2022 Millage Rates 
Breuckman gave an overview of the fiscal year 2023 budget and the 2022 millage rates, including the 
breakdown of the millage rate and distribution.  He discussed upcoming projects and goals for the  
City in the next fiscal year. 

Mayor Scott opened the public hearing at 8:04pm, with no comments or discussion, Mayor Scott 
closed the public hearing at 8:05pm. 

22-3566
Motion by Commissioner Perry, second by Commissioner Schmier that the 2022-2023 Combined 
City Budgets be approved and that the Budget Resolution be adopted, including the levying of 
12.1726 mills for the General Fund Operating, 2.5438 mills for Infrastructure Improvements, 1.4526 
mills for Solid Waste and Disposal, 0.2700 for Publicity, 0.3380 mills for Library Services, 1.0784 
mills for Community Center Complex Operations, 1.0400 mils for Community Center Complex 
Debt Service, 0.1290 mils for Park Improvement,  1.2766 mils for Police Pension Stabilization, and 
1.6987 mils for Water Infrastructure be approved. 

Adopted: Yeas: Commissioner Perry, Schmier, Budnik, Lenko, Mayor Scott. 
Nays: None. 

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) Project Plan 
Michael Smith from Anderson, Eckstein and Westrick, the City’s engineering firm, gave an overview 
of the project and the City’s requirements for participation. 

Mayor Scott opened the public hearing at 8:24pm, with no comments or discussion, Mayor Scott 
closed the public hearing at 8:25pm. 



22-3567
Motion by Commissioner Budnik,  second by Commissioner Schmier, that the drinking water state 
revolving fund (DWSRF) project plan, be approved, including the selected alternative and that the 
City Manager be designated as the authorized representative for all activities associated with the 
project.  

Adopted: Yeas: Commissioner Budnik, Schmier, Lenko, Perry, Mayor Scott. 
Nays: None. 

Woodward Streetscape/Cycle Track Project Discussion 
Breuckman have an update regarding the status of the Woodward Streetscape/Cycle Track project 
and the funding required.  Current grants are in place; however some are close to expiring. 
Additional grant funding could be available through SEMCOG. Project could also be scaled down 
to proceed forward. 

Agreement between the County of Oakland and the City of Pleasant Ridge for property 
assessing services 

22-3568

Motion by Commissioner Lenko, second by Commissioner Budnik, that the contract with Oakland 
County Equalization Division Assistance Services for assessing services effective July 1, 2022 
through June 30, 2023, be approved, and that the Mayor and City Clerk be authorized to sign the 
contract. 

Adopted: Yeas: Commissioners Lenko, Budnik, Perry, Schmier, Mayor Scott. 
Nays: None. 

City Manager’s Report 
Consumers Energy project ongoing.  Homeowners should contact Consumers directly with 
restoration issues. 
Staff will be meeting with the Woodward Heights traffic consultant for street walkthrough.  Public 
meeting will be held July 14th at Iron Ridge (404 E. 10 Mile).  Community survey postcard will be 
mailed citywide and there is a page dedicated to the project on the City’s website.  Residents are 
urged to sign up on the website for email updates regarding the project and participate in the 
project. 

Other Business 
Perry introduced a book written by Pleasant Ridge resident Frank Polito, Renovated to Death.  

Interesting read, available at several local bookstores and the library. 

With no further business or discussion, Mayor Scott adjourned the meeting at 8:16pm. 

_________________________________ 

Mayor Bret Scott 

__________________________________ 

Amy M. Allison, City Clerk  



PAYROLL LIABILITIES 19,781.74$    

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 510,864.80$    

TAX LIABILITIES -$    

TOTAL 530,646.54$    

June 1, 2022 44,867.15$    

June 15, 2022 58,152.25$    

June 29, 2022 71,919.00$    

TOTAL 174,938.40$    

June 2022

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

PAYROLL
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PG 1

Check Date Check Vendor Name Description Amount

6/1/2022 6410500408 ALERUS FINANCIAL RETIREMENT CONTRIBUTIONS 2,644.48$              

6/1/2022 6410500409 ALERUS FINANCIAL HCSP CONTRIBUTIONS 861.39$                 

6/1/2022 6410500410 FOPLC UNION DUES 240.00$                 

6/1/2022 6410500411 ALERUS FINANCIAL RETIREMENT CONTRIBUTIONS 660.30$                 

6/1/2022 6410500412 ALERUS FINANCIAL RETIREMENT CONTRIBUTIONS 1,949.42$              

6/15/2022 6410500413 ALERUS FINANCIAL HCSP CONTRIBUTIONS 870.96$                 

6/15/2022 6410500414 ALERUS FINANCIAL RETIREMENT CONTRIBUTIONS 1,880.28$              

6/15/2022 6410500415 ALERUS FINANCIAL RETIREMENT CONTRIBUTIONS 660.30$                 

6/15/2022 6410500416 FOPLC UNION DUES 48.00$                   

6/15/2022 6410500417 ALERUS FINANCIAL RETIREMENT CONTRIBUTIONS 2,476.94$              

6/29/2022 6410500418 ALERUS FINANCIAL RETIREMENT CONTRIBUTIONS 2,644.96$              

6/29/2022 6410500419 ALERUS FINANCIAL RETIREMENT CONTRIBUTIONS 1,660.30$              

6/29/2022 6410500420 ALERUS FINANCIAL HCSP CONTRIBUTIONS 964.02$                 

6/29/2022 6410500421 ALERUS FINANCIAL RETIREMENT CONTRIBUTIONS 2,220.39$              

TOTAL PAYROLL LIABILITIES 19,781.74$             

                                                  CHECK REGISTER FOR CITY OF PLEASANT RIDGE                                            

PAYROLL LIABILITIES 

June 2022



PG 2

.

Check Date Check Vendor Name Description Amount

06/01/2022 25392 A&F WATER HEATER AND COMMUNITY POOL MAINTENANCE 135.00$                 

06/01/2022 25393 ANCHOR INDUSTRIES INC SUN SHADE UMBRELLA PURCHASES 14,511.30$             

06/01/2022 25394 ANDERSON, ECKSTEIN & WESTRICK ENGINEERING SERVICES 7,433.13$              

06/01/2022 25395 APPLIED CONCEPTS, INC. POLICE DEPARTMENT SUPPLIES-RADAR 1,995.00$              

06/01/2022 25396 BADGER METER, INC. WATER METER SUPPORT 2,249.82$              

06/01/2022 25397 BLOOMFIELD SPORTS SHOP COMMUNITY POOL STAFF SUPPLIES 5,139.25$              

06/01/2022 25398 BRYAN PRESTI SWIM TEAM REFUND 240.00$                 

06/01/2022 25399 BSN SPORTS, INC SPORTS UNFORM SUPPLIES 24.00$                   

06/01/2022 25400 COMBS ELECTRIC BUILDING MAINTENANCE 375.00$                 

06/01/2022 25401 DAVEY TREE EXPERT COMPANY TREE MAINTENANCE SERVICES 7,640.00$              

06/01/2022 25402 EUGENE LUMBERG ATTORNEY SERVICES 1,518.75$              

06/01/2022 25403 FONTANA CONSTRUCTION SEWER OPEN CUT REPAIR PROJECT 51,422.97$             

06/01/2022 25404 LE SAMOHIN RECREATION PROGRAM REFUND 16.00$                   

06/01/2022 25405 NYE UNIFORM UNIFORM PURCHASES - SALAMAS 168.13$                 

06/01/2022 25406 NYE UNIFORM UNIFORM PURCHASES-JOHNSON 553.50$                 

06/01/2022 25407 PLANTE MORAN GROUP BENEFIT ADVISORS BENEFITS CONSULTING SERVICES 1,718.25$              

06/01/2022 25408 SLC METER SERVICE INC WATER METER REPLACEMENT PROJECT 438.40$                 

06/01/2022 25409 SOCRRA REFUSE COLLECTION AGREEMENT 9,927.00$              

06/01/2022 25410 SOCWA WATER PURCHASES-MAY 2022 15,364.50$             

06/01/2022 25411 TEPEL BROTHER PRINTING NEWSLETTER PRINTING SERVICES 3,194.00$              

06/01/2022 25412 TOWN & COUNTRY POOLS INC POOL MAINTENANCE 1,370.00$              

06/01/2022 25413 UNIFIRST CORPORATION MAT RENTAL AND JANITORIAL SUPPLIES 220.88$                 

06/01/2022 25414 WEX BANK FUEL PURCHASES 2,206.23$              

TOTAL ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 127,861.11$       

                                                  CHECK REGISTER FOR CITY OF PLEASANT RIDGE                                            

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

June 1, 2022



PG 3

.

Check Date Check Vendor Name Description Amount

06/14/2022 25415 21ST CENTURY MEDIA-MICHIGAN LEGAL NOTICE PUBLICATION 1,287.33$   

06/14/2022 25416 ACCUSHRED, LLC SHREDDING SERVICES 58.00$   

06/14/2022 25417 ADKISON, NEED & ALLEN P.L.L.C. ATTORNEY SERVICES 2,561.50$   

06/14/2022 25418 ALL PRO EXERCISE, INC. FITNESS CENTER EQUIPMENT 11,987.63$   

06/14/2022 25419 ALLISON ALLOUCHE RECREATION PROGRAM REFUND 17.00$   

06/14/2022 25420 AQUATIC SOURCE POOL MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS 9,394.86$   

06/14/2022 25421 BEST CHOICE HOME SERVICES BUILDING MAINTENANCE/CLEANING 2,230.25$   

06/14/2022 25422 BLOOMFIELD SPORTS SHOP SWIM TEAM AND SUMMER PROGRAM SUPPLIES 1,765.70$   

06/14/2022 25423 BRILAR DPW SERVICES 81,119.40$   

06/14/2022 25424 CITY OF FERNDALE INSPECTION SERVICES-MAY 2022 2,775.00$   

06/14/2022 25425 DETROIT EDISON COMPANY STREETLIGHTING-MAY 2022 3,811.07$   

06/14/2022 25426 DOWNEY DOOR SERVICES LLC BUILDING MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS-SHELTER 125.00$   

06/14/2022 25427 GREAT AMERICA FINANCIAL SRV TELEPHONE LEASE SERVICES 433.00$   

06/14/2022 25428 HUNT SIGN COMPANY, LTD ROAD SIGN PURCHASES-NOISE ENFORCEMENT 451.00$   

06/14/2022 25429 HYDROCORP CROSS CONNECTION CONTROL PROGRAM 125.00$   

06/14/2022 25430 INLAND WATERS SWEWER REHABILITATION PROGRAM 5,000.00$   

06/14/2022 25431 LEGAL SHIELD PREPAID LEGAL SERVICES 77.70$   

06/14/2022 25432 MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF PLANNI ASSOCIATION DUES-PLANNING 675.00$   

06/14/2022 25433 O'REILY AUTO PARTS VEHICLE MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES 91.96$   

06/14/2022 25434 OAKLAND COUNTY TREASURER SEWERAGE TREATMENT MAY 2022 50,902.58$   

06/14/2022 25435 SCHEER'S ACE HARDWARE BUILDING MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES 22.97$   

06/14/2022 25436 SOCWA LEAD SERVICE LINE REPLACEMENT 10,386.64$   

06/14/2022 25437 SOLTMAN HEATING & COOLING GENERATOR REPAIRS 258.00$   

06/14/2022 25438 THE HOWARD E NYHART COMPANY INC AUDIT SERVICES - GASB 75 1,725.00$   

06/14/2022 25439 TODD TYLER MILEAGE AND CONFERENCE EXPENSES 426.43$   

06/14/2022 25440 TOSHIBA FINANCIAL SERVICES COPIER LEASE AGREEMENT 1,080.00$   

06/14/2022 25441 TOWN & COUNTRY POOLS INC POOL MAINTENANCE 1,172.00$   

06/14/2022 25442 UNUM LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY LIFE INSURANCE BENEFTIS 692.42$   

06/14/2022 25443 W-S CITY OF PLEASANT RIDGE WATER PURCHASES 4,142.51$   

06/14/2022 25444 WETMORE TIRE AND AUTO VEHICLE MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS 152.00$   

TOTAL ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 194,946.95$       

CHECK REGISTER FOR CITY OF PLEASANT RIDGE

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

June 14, 2022
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Check Date Check Vendor Name Description Amount

06/29/2022 25445 EXLTERRA VOID CHECK -$   

06/29/2022 25446 ANDERSON, ECKSTEIN & WESTRICK ENGINEERING SERVICES 13,142.49$   

06/29/2022 25447 AQUATIC SOURCE POOL MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS 239.26$   

06/29/2022 25448 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF MICHIGAN HEALTHCARE BENEFITS 3,144.78$   

06/29/2022 25449 CITY OF FERNDALE LEAF COLLECTION STORAGE AGREEMENT 1,976.04$   

06/29/2022 25450 CITY OF FERNDALE FIRE PROTECTION AGREMENT 21,381.72$   

06/29/2022 25451 DAVEY TREE EXPERT COMPANY TREE MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT 452.00$   

06/29/2022 25452 EXLTERRA GEPS SYSTEM INSTALLATION - VICTORY/FLYNN 15,768.80$   

06/29/2022 25453 GREAT LAKES WATER AUTHORITY IWC CHARGES-MAY 2022 272.58$   

06/29/2022 25454 J & J AUTO TRUCK CENTER PD VEHICLE MAINTENANCE 224.85$   

06/29/2022 25455 LIVING LAB WOODWARD STREETSCAPE PROJECT 4,500.00$   

06/29/2022 25456 MHZ MEGA HERTZ TELECOMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT 1,658.69$   

06/29/2022 25457 NYE UNIFORM UNIFORM PURCHASES-LEMKE 695.30$   

06/29/2022 25458 O'REILY AUTO PARTS VEHICLE MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES 38.99$   

06/29/2022 25459 OAKLAND COUNTY TREASURER ASSESSING SERVICES AGREEMENT 2021-2022 20,149.69$   

06/29/2022 25460 RJP MECHANICAL INC PERMIT OVERPAYMENT REFUND 40.00$   

06/29/2022 25461 SIGNATURE FORD-LINCOLN PD VEHICLE PURCHASE 39,531.00$   

06/29/2022 25462 SOCRRA REFUSE COLLECTION AGREEMENT 8,998.76$   

06/29/2022 25463 UNIFIRST CORPORATION MAT RENTAL AND JANITORIAL SUPPLIES 452.46$   

06/29/2022 25464 WEX BANK FUEL PURCHASES 1,479.85$   

TOTAL ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 134,147.26$       

CHECK REGISTER FOR CITY OF PLEASANT RIDGE

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

June 29, 2022
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.

Check Date Check Vendor Name Description Amount

06/07/2022 3198 MUNICIPAL EMP.RETIREMENT SYST. RETIREMENT CONTRIBUTIONS 39,943.90$    

06/09/2022 3199 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF MICHIGAN HEALTHCARE BENEFITS 13,965.58$    

TOTAL ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 53,909.48$         

June 2022

CHECK REGISTER FOR CITY OF PLEASANT RIDGE

ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS



City of Pleasant Ridge 
Amy M. Allison, City Clerk/Asst City Manager 

From: Amy M. Allison, City Clerk/Asst City Manager 

To: Mayor and City Commission 

Date: July 12, 2022 

Re: 2022 Poverty Guideline Resolution Update Request 

Overview 
The City Commission is required to annually adopt guidelines that set income levels for the Board of 

Review to consider poverty exemption applications. The income levels for a poverty exemption cannot be 

set lower by a city than the Federal Poverty Guidelines which are updated annually by the United States 

Department of Health and Human Services.  

The City adopted a resolution in December 2021 as recommended by Oakland County Equalization. The 

County is now requesting the City revise its resolution to comply with their audit. The highlighted items were 

flagged by the County auditor with a request for removal. 

The following changes need to be made: 

1- Those applicants granted partial exemptions will be required to pay a property tax equal to 3.5% (three

and one-half percent) of their annual gross income plus the amount of the anticipated Michigan Income

Tax household property tax credit.

This must be removed because it points to the prior practice of mandating the state income tax refund be

used to pay the property taxes. This is no longer a practice and must be removed from the resolution.

2-A poverty exemption shall not be granted to any applicant who owns real property, whether singly or

jointly, regardless of location, other than their homestead.

Property other than the principal residence should be considered an asset and included in the asset test. If

an applicant met the income criteria but owned other property, and that property was valued high enough

to put the applicants’ assets more than the asset test value, then it would fail the asset test-and the

poverty exemption would not be granted.

I have attached a copy of the Resolution, as revised which includes current Federal Poverty Guidelines for 

your review.  The resolution applies to all Poverty Exemption Requests at the City’s 2022 Board of Review 

Hearings.   

Please contact me should you require any additional information. 

Requested Action 
City Commission consideration of the attached resolution. 
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City of Pleasant Ridge 
23925 Woodward Avenue 

Pleasant Ridge, Michigan 48069 

A RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH POLICY AND GUIDELINES FOR USE BY THE BOARD OF 

REVIEW FOR GRANTING POVERTY EXEMPTIONS 

WHEREAS, Public Act 390 of 1994, which amended Section 7u of Act No. 206 of the Public Acts of 

1893, as amended by Act No. 313 of the Public Acts of 1993, being sections 211.7u of the Michigan 

Compiled Laws, requires that the governing body of the local assessing unit determine and make available 

to the public the policy and guidelines used by the Board of Review in granting reductions in property 

assessments due to limited income and assets, referred to as “Poverty Exemptions.” 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following policy and guidelines are hereby adopted 

and shall be followed by the City’s Board of Review in granting poverty exemptions.  

In order to be eligible for poverty exemption in the City of Pleasant Ridge, a person shall satisfy all 

requirements of Section 8(u) of the General Property Tax Act. 

1. Be an owner of and occupy as a principal residence the property for which an exemption is requested.

The term “principal residence” is defined in Section 7(d) of the General Property Tax Act.

2. File a claim with the Board of Review on a form provided by the local municipal office.

3. Submit the most recent year’s copies of the following income documentation:

a. Federal & State of Michigan Income Tax Returns.

b. Either Senior Citizens Homestead Property Tax Form MI-1040CR-1 or a General Homestead

Property Tax Claim MI-1040CR-4.

c. Statement of Benefits from Social Security Administration and/or the Michigan Social Services

as to monies paid to applicants(s) during the previous year along with Form 4988– Poverty

Exemption Affidavit.

4. Produce a valid driver’s license or other form of identification.

5. Produce a deed, land contract, or other evidence of ownership of the property for which the exemption

is requested.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the applicant’s total household income cannot exceed the most 

current Federal Poverty Guidelines set forth by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services as 

established by the State Tax Commission-to be updated annually in accordance with federal poverty 

income standards. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a poverty exemption shall not be granted to any applicant whose 

assets exceed $5,000 for the taxpayer individually and $50,000 for the entire household.  

An applicant’s homestead and principal vehicle shall be excluded from consideration as an asset.  All other 

property, including from all other persons residing in the household, shall be included as an asset.  Property 

shall include, but is not limited to: cash, savings, stocks, mutual funds, insurance commodities, coin 



collections, art, motor vehicles, recreation vehicles, etc. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in reviewing the application and all supporting documentation, the 

Board of Review shall follow the policy and guidelines set forth above when granting and denying poverty 

exemptions. The same standards shall apply to each taxpayer within the City claiming the poverty 

exemption for the assessment year. The board will consider income, assets, potential earning capacity, 

medical conditions, and any other unique circumstances of the applicant. The Board may deviate from the 

established policy and guidelines only if they determine that there are “substantial and compelling reasons” 

for deviation.  Said reasons must be stated in writing and provided to the applicant. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that meeting the income level guidelines does not guarantee 100% 

exemption, at their discretion, the Board may approve full or partial exemption if deemed appropriate.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that to conform with the provisions of P.A. 390 of 1994, this resolution is 

hereby given immediate effect and will stay in effect for subsequent years until amended or voided. 

Adopted: Yeas: 

Nays: 

Absent: 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, Amy M. Allison, duly certified 

Clerk of the City of Pleasant Ridge, do hereby attest that the  
foregoing is a true and accurate copy of a Resolution adopted  

by the Pleasant Ridge City Commission at its Regular Meeting 

held Tuesday, July 12, 2022. 

__________________________________________ 

Amy M. Allison, City Clerk 
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City of Pleasant Ridge 
James Breuckman, City Manager 

From: Jim Breuckman, City Manager 

To: City Commission 

Date: July 6, 2022 

Re: Cork Liquor License 

Overview 
The City has received a request from Kelly Walsh, owner of the building in which Cork is located, to become 

involved in a dispute over the status of the liquor license. Following is Kelly Walsh’s request to the City 

Attorney: 

“Following up from our in-person meeting. Just to recap the in person meeting we had regarding status of 

former business know as Detroit Celtic doing business as Cork Wine Pub. Per our conversation the 

business has been closed since March 2019. As the landlord and main financial investor, I have been 

forced to assume all bills associated with the former business and building. As you can imagine I need to 

get a viable business back in the building ASAP. The issue is one person is holding the liquor license 

hostage. As you know per the City Operating Agreement the license is now in escrow. This is a clear 

violation of the operating agreement. Moving the license to escrow was a decision made by Kathleen 

without the knowledge or consent of her business partner Meredith.  

What we are asking the City is to reach out to Kathleen and ask her why the license went into escrow. 

Inform her of the breach in the Operating Agreement and what her intentions are moving forward. Let us 

know your thoughts. 

One other question can the City request a return of the License due to the breach?” 

Please refer to the City Attorney’s letter under separate cover for more information and background about 

this request. 

Requested Action 
City Commission consideration of the request by Kelly Walsh and direction to staff (refer to the City 

Attorney’s letter for options). 

G:\City Commission Files\Agenda Files\2022\2022.07 - July\Cork\2022.07.06 Cork Agenda Summary.docx 
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ADKISON, NEED, ALLEN, & RENTROP 
PROFESSIONAL LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

 

39572 Woodward, Suite 222 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304 
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KELLY A. ALLEN 

JESSICA A. HALLMARK 

JOHN W. KUMMER 

GREGORY K. NEED 

G. HANS RENTROP 

OF COUNSEL:  

PHILLIP G. ADKISON 

KEVIN M. CHUDLER 

KATHERINE A. TOMASIK 

July 6, 2022 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

 

City Commission 

City of Pleasant Ridge 

23925 Woodward Avenue 

Pleasant Ridge, MI 48069 

 

Re: Cork Liquor Licenses 

 

Dear Commissioners: 

 

Attached is an email from Kelley Walsh, with regard to the Cork liquor licenses.  I 

understand this will be on the Commission agenda for July 12th. 

For background, the Cork liquor licenses for the property at 23810 Woodward are held by 

Detroit Celtic Entertainment, Inc d/b/a Cork Wine Pub.  The licenses include a Class C on-premise 

license, with Sunday sales and an outdoor service area, and an SDM off-premise retail license.  

Meredith Walsh (Kelley’s sister) and Kathleen Galen are each a 50% shareholder.  Meredith is the 

President and Galen the Vice-President.  The real estate on which Cork is operating is owned by 

Walsh Realty Investments, which is owned by Kelley Walsh.   

I was told that Cork has not been in operation since 2020.  A dispute arose between the 

Walshes and Ms. Galen.  Kelley Walsh indicates that she had loaned Detroit Celtic operating funds 

and received a promissory note from the company.  Walsh Realty Investments entered into a lease 

in 2012 with Detroit Celtic for the Cork property.  No payments were made on the promissory note 

or lease and the landlord issued a termination notice in 2018.  At some point, Kathleen Galen 

placed the licenses in escrow. 

I am told that Ms. Galen has not responded to any of the communications from Kelley 

Walsh, her sister, or attorneys representing the Walshes.  

As part of the licensing for Cork in 2014, Detroit Celtic, Meredith Walsh, and Ms. Galen 

entered into a Revised Operation Agreement for Cork with the City (a copy is attached).  Our 

office was not involved in this agreement.  As part of this agreement, Detroit Celtic was prohibited 

from placing the license in escrow, but rather it would be returned to the Michigan Liquor Control 

Commission (“MLCC”) if the restaurant ceased operations for more than 30 consecutive days (see 
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paragraph 6).  Notwithstanding this provision of the Operation Agreement, Ms. Galen placed the 

license in escrow. 

Please note that, about a year ago, my partner Kelly Allen represented Kelley Walsh in her 

dispute with Ms. Galen.  Correspondence took place between Kelly Allen and Mark Makoski, an 

attorney representing Ms. Galen, but no resolution of the dispute was accomplished and nothing 

has happened on the matter since.  If litigation ensues between the parties, our office would refer 

this to another attorney.  Ms. Walsh understands that, because of our position as City attorneys, 

we cannot represent her in any dealings with the City and she understands that limitation. 

Ms. Walsh reached out to the City Manager in late April, requesting a meeting with me to 

discuss the issue at their expense.  Jim indicated that he had no objections.  Kelley, Meredith, and 

her husband met with me in May and gave me the history of the matter. 

Ms. Walsh has been told that we cannot take any action without getting direction from the 

Commission.  

Summary 

The following are the Commission’s options: 

1. Do nothing and allow the parties to attempt to settle their differences by 

negotiations or litigation if necessary. 

2. Authorize this office to contact Ms. Galen and attempt to work out some kind of 

solution acceptable to all parties. 

3. Take steps to address the default in the Operation Agreement, which could include 

declaring a default or requesting the MLCC to remove the licenses from escrow.  

Please note, in this regard, the Operation Agreement is a binding document between 

the City and the license holders, but does not necessarily bind the MLCC to take 

any action. 

I look forward to discussing this with you.  If anyone has any questions, or needs any 

further information, please contact me. 

Very truly yours, 

 

ADKISON, NEED, ALLEN, & RENTROP, PLLC 

 
 

Gregory K. Need 
/mms 
Enclosures 
cc: James Breuckman 
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