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City of Pleasant Ridge 

23925 Woodward Avenue 

Pleasant Ridge, Michigan 48069 

 

 
 

Regular City Commission Meeting and Public Hearing 
April 9, 2019 

 
Having been duly publicized, Mayor Metzger called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Present: Commissioners Krzysiak, Perry, Scott, Wahl, Mayor Metzger 
Also Present: City Manager Breuckman, City Clerk Drealan, City Attorney Need 
Absent:   None 
 
Public Discussion 
(None)   
  
Governmental Reports 
Chief Jack Pesha, Ferndale Fire Department, advised people to stay at least 25 feet away from downed 
wires.   
 
City Commission Liaison Reports 
Commissioner Scott reported on the Historical Commission.  The museum will have an open house 
on May 1st from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.   
 
Commissioner Wahl reported on the Recreation Commission.  The Pancake Breakfast and Egg Hunt 
are Saturday.  The Junior Garden Club meets on April 30th.  Applications for the Leaders In Training 
program are now available.  The deadline is May 6th.  A presentation called FBI: The Kwame Files is 
May 9th.  Participants must be preregistered.  The Citywide Garage Sale is May 11th.  There are still 
some openings in youth baseball.  There are new youth tennis classes at Gainesboro Park.  
Registrations are open for swim team and summer camps.   
 
Commissioner Krzysiak reported on Ferndale Public Schools.  Sydney Embrey, UHS student liaison, 
presented an update to the School Board on the recent student vs. teacher dodge ball game fundraiser.  
They had a door decorating contest to celebrate Black History Month.  The Superintendent's 
Excellence Award was presented to Kieran Venagupo.  The Eagle of the Month was awarded Keisha 
Reed, the parent liaison at FUEL.  Maurice Talesford was recognized in the Building Pride program 
for promoting computer science education at the high school.  He will be guiding the Amazon Future 
Engineer grant funded program.  Completing the program can lead to an internship at Amazon.  The 
CASA open house is April 27th.  The Stagecrafters community theater in Royal Oak will be presenting 
"Oklahoma."  There will be a benefit production of the show on May 14th.  Proceeds will go to 
Berkley, Royal Oak and Ferndale Education Foundations.   
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Commissioner Perry reported on the Planning Commission/DDA.  The next meeting will be April 
22nd.  Breuckman discussed an upcoming MDOT project for the 696 service drive.  Some lanes will 
be closed or shifted.  Several bump outs and islands will be added to reduce the crossing distance and 
improve pedestrian safety.  The project will likely be started this spring.  Scott inquired regarding 
improvements in the area of Washington and Breuckman confirmed that that area will be worked on 
as well.   
 
Consent Agenda 
 

19-3411 
Motion by Commissioner Perry, second by Commissioner Wahl, to approve the consent agenda as 
presented.   
 
Adopted:   Yeas:  Commissioners Perry, Wahl, Krzysiak, Scott, Mayor Metzger 
   Nays:  None 
 
Ordinance to Amend Chapter 42 - Sections 42-85 and 42-86 Regarding the Discharge and Use 
of Consumer Fireworks 
Breuckman indicated that the ordinances needed to be amended to comply with state law which was 
amended to allow local municipalities to limit the number of days when fireworks can be used. 
 
Mayor Metzger opened the public hearing at 7:49 p.m. 
With no comments or discussion, Mayor Metzger closed the public hearing at 7:50 p.m.   
 

19-3412 
Motion by Commissioner Perry, second by Commissioner Scott, to amend Chapter 42, Sections 42-
85 and 42-86 as presented.     
 
Adopted:   Yeas:  Commissioners Perry, Wahl, Krzysiak, Scott, Mayor Metzger 
   Nays:  None 
 
Ordinance to Amend Chapter 42 - Add Section 42-14 Regarding Prohibiting Marihuana 
Establishments 
Breuckman presented an overview of the proposed ordinance.  The proposed ordinance would result 
in the city opting out of the state's marihuana regulations.  It would prohibit marihuana establishments 
from locating in the city.  The city can opt back in at any time.  Metzger noted that 245 survey 
responses have been received to date.  The survey is open until May 8th.  Perry noted that the survey 
also contains an informative summary of the issues.   
 
Mayor Metzger opened the public hearing at 7:53 p.m. 
 
Lisa Mueller, 37 Sylvan, inquired as to when there would be a formal vote on the ordinance.  Metzger 
indicated that the commission would vote at this meeting on the proposed opt out ordinance.  Mueller 
also inquired regarding whether any studies from other cities had been reviewed before drafting the 
proposed ordinance.  Need noted that, to date, over 300 communities in Michigan have already opted 
out.  No studies are posted on the city's website.  There have been studies done in other states 
regarding the criminal and financial effects of allowing these establishments.  Mueller indicated that 
she felt that passing this ordinance at this time was premature since there is so much that is not known 
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at this time.  Metzger noted that the city could opt back in once more information is received.  Many 
of the survey responses indicated that citizens voted for the state law in order to have possession of 
marihuana decriminalized rather than meaning that they supported having businesses in their 
neighborhoods.  Mueller stated that, if she were interested, she would want to be able to purchase 
marihuana in her community.  Metzger noted that people cannot buy a hamburger in Pleasant Ridge 
and that the questions regarding where such establishments could be located in a small city are part of 
the reason for opting out at this time.   
 
Sha Buikema, 20 Kensington, expressed disappointment that Pleasant Ridge is not taking a leadership 
role on this issue.  She feels that an appropriate ordinance could be drafted without opting out.  She 
indicated that obtaining relief through the use of marihuana will be easier through recreational sale 
than it has been under the medical marihuana laws.  She said it seemed like the decision to pass the 
ordinance had already been made.  She indicated that she has trust and faith in the commission that 
they can design an ordinance that would be beneficial to the community.   
 
Don McGuire, 41 Fairwood, inquired whether there were any revenue projections.  Breuckman 
indicated that no projections have been made yet.  Projections from other states would not necessarily 
be accurate in Michigan.  The state projects total tax revenue in 2022 to be $26 million but how any 
of that would be distributed back to the local communities will be based on the number of local 
establishments as a percentage of the number of total establishments statewide.  That number cannot 
be predicted at this time.  Krzysiak agreed that the revenues are unknown but expressed that they 
should at least be considered based on estimates from the state.  Metzger noted that there are six 
different types of establishments and not all of them result in revenues coming back to the local 
community.  Need confirmed that it is not clear at this time whether a municipality could accept only 
revenue generating establishments or whether they would have to allow any type of marihuana 
establishment if they opted into the state's plan.  He also noted that the state law that was passed 
authorized cities to opt in or out so a vote supporting that bill also supported the process of opting 
out.  Drealan indicated that eight emails had been received that were in favor of adopting the opt-out 
ordinance and were opposed to ever allowing marihuana facilities in the city.   
 
Police Chief Nowak presented information from the Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police and 
noted that most communities are adopting a wait and see strategy.  Several newspaper articles 
confirmed that, while California was predicted to have one billion dollars in revenue, in reality they 
received $320 million.  Additionally people still buy marihuana through illegal channels because it is 
cheaper.  Krzysiak indicated that one of the reasons California has not seen the predicted revenues is 
because more cities opted out than expected.  He is in favor of supporting a vibrant legal economy 
for this product.  Metzger emphasized that the proposed ordinance is not a final answer.  It allows the 
city to gain more information from the state and from the community before deciding what kind of 
local ordinance to adopt in the long run.  He noted that, while there may be some predictions regarding 
revenues, there have been no predictions regarding costs to the city from regulating and monitoring 
these businesses.   
 
With no further comments or discussion, Mayor Metzger closed the public hearing at 8:15 p.m. 
 
Krzysiak does not support having these establishments in residential areas but does support them at 
the Iron Ridge development.  Need confirmed that the state law prohibits allowing these 
establishments in exclusively residential areas, but noted that it might leave open residential areas that 
include other entities such as schools.  Krzysiak feels comfortable that local zoning regulations will be 
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allowed.  He read a statement regarding his support for allowing marihuana establishments in the city.  
He believes that the state law provides sufficient information to draft an appropriate local ordinance 
at this time.  He would vote to opt out at this time if a sample ordinance opting in could also be 
drafted.    
 
Scott noted that there are multiple types of businesses to consider, not just retail.  They all would have 
an impact on the city.  Time needs to be taken to look at all of these types of businesses.  Perry 
indicated that several communities close to Pleasant Ridge are opting in.  She favors opting out and 
taking time to review the potential impact.  She noted that there is nothing to lose by waiting.  She 
expressed concern about the amount of municipal resources that would need to be devoted to this 
industry and how that would impact such a small city.  Scott reiterated that there would be a serious 
review of any new business coming into the city and its impact on things like traffic and parking.  Wahl 
supports a wait and see approach and acquiring more information from the residents.  Metzger agreed.  
 
Krzysiak made a motion to amend the pending motion by adding a statement that a sample opt in 
ordinance would be drafted within a time frame set by the commission.  There was no support for the 
amendment. 
 

19-3413 
Motion by Commissioner Perry, second by Commissioner Wahl, to approve an ordinance to amend 
Section 42 by the addition of a new Section 42014, Marihuana Establishments prohibited as presented.   
 
Adopted:   Yeas:  Commissioners Perry, Wahl, Scott, Mayor Metzger 
   Nays:  Krzysiak 
 
Interlocal Agreement between the City of Pleasant Ridge and the City of Ferndale Regarding 
Sharing Certain Building Department Services 
Breuckman indicated the ordinance was amended to share services such as inspections when the Iron 
Ridge Marketplace was being developed.  Pleasant Ridge would benefit from continuing and 
expanding those shared services such as rental inspections and vacation coverage.   
 

19-3414 
Motion by Commissioner Perry, second by Commissioner Scott, to approve the interlocal agreement 
regarding certain building department services and to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement.   
 
Adopted:   Yeas:  Commissioners Perry, Wahl, Krzysiak, Scott, Mayor Metzger 
   Nays:  None 
 
Agreement Between the City of Pleasant Ridge and Oakland County Equalization Division 
for Property Assessing Services 
Breuckman indicated that this is a renewal of an existing to contract to utilize the county's assessment 
services.  He noted that the city could not provide the same level of service for the cost of the contract.  
The renewal includes a 1% increase per year which is below the norm.   
 

19-3415 
Motion by Commissioner Perry, second by Commissioner Wahl, to approve the agreement with 
Oakland county for property assessing services as presented and to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk 
to sign the agreement.   
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Adopted:   Yeas:  Commissioners Perry, Wahl, Krzysiak, Scott, Mayor Metzger 
   Nays:  None 
 
City Commission Moving Into Closed Session under Section 8(c) of the Open Meetings Act 
to Consult with the City Attorney Regarding Strategy in Connection with USCA 18-1253, 
Stallworth v City of Pleasant Ridge, et al. 
Breuckman indicated that this is a renewal of an existing to contract to utilize the county's assessment 
services.  He noted that the city could not provide the same level of service for the cost of the contract.  
The renewal includes a 1% increase per year which is below the norm.   
 

19-3416 
Motion by Commissioner Perry, second by Commissioner Wahl, to move into closed session. 
 
Adopted:   Yeas:  Commissioners Perry, Wahl, Krzysiak, Scott, Mayor Metzger 
   Nays:  None 
 
Closed session commenced at 8:40 p.m.  Commission meeting reconvened at 9:02 p.m. 
 

19-3417 
Motion by Commissioner Krzysiak, second by Commissioner Scott, to accept and approve the 
attorney's recommendation regarding trial or settlement strategy in connection with USCA 18-1253, 
Stallworth v City of Pleasant Ridge, et al.   
 
Adopted:   Yeas:  Commissioners Perry, Wahl, Krzysiak, Scott, Mayor Metzger 
   Nays:  None 
 
City Manager's Report 
Breuckman noted that Assistant City Manager Pietrzak resigned effective April 8, 2019.  No reason 
was given.  They will begin the process of finding a replacement.   
 
Other Business 
Metzger reminded residents that DTE will host an open house on April 18th at the community center 
to discuss tree cutting and explain specific circuit related issues.  He encouraged residents to make 
sure that DTE has good contact information to receive notifications regarding upcoming projects.   
 
Krzysiak indicated that the April Book Club book is The Boston Girl, by Anita Diamant.   
 
Wahl discussed FernCare which is an organize that provides insurance.  They are hosting a benefit on 
May 23rd at the Detroit Yacht Club.  The Foundation Auction is May 18th.  Proceeds will go towards 
new lighting at Gainsboro Park and for the new Memorial Park fountain.  Perry noted that people can 
also donate toward the fountain through the website.  The first of several 100-year celebrations will 
be June 7th.   
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With no further business or discussion, Mayor Metzger adjourned the meeting at 9:15 p.m. 
 
  
 
__________________________________ 
Mayor Kurt Metzger 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Amy M. Drealan, City Clerk 
 
 
/dleg 
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