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Track/Road Diet Update

September 14, 2021



History
• WA3 Complete Streets Plan (2014)
• Pleasant Ridge Woodward/696 Complete Streets 
Study (Gibbs 2015)

• Main St. Lane
Reduction Test 
(2015)



History
• Pleasant Ridge Complete Streets Ordinance (2015)
• Neighborhood Bike Route TAP Grant (2015)
• NB Woodward Streetscape/TAP Grants (2018)
• Woodward Bicycling and Walking Safety Audit 
SEMCOG Grant (2018)

• 8 Mile to 696 TAP Application (2021)
www.cityofpleasantridge.org/completestreets



Overview
• Green – Woodward 
Streetscape (2022)

• Purple – NB Cycle 
Track (2022)

• Yellow – SB Bicycle 
Infrastructure (TBD)



NB Projects
• Streetscape (East/NB side) – 2022

− Funded in part by $650,000 EGLE stormwater infiltration 
grant (40% local match)

• Cycle Track – Sylvan to 696 (East/NB side) 2022
− Funded in part by $400,000 TAP grant (20% local match)

• $1.5 million total project
− 66% grant funded, 33% local match
− City match provided by DDA
− No property tax revenue used for project



Design Precedent



Design Precedent
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Ferndale/PR Road Diet Project
• Revised Plan Per MDOT

− No lanes reduced in PR
− Reduction from 4  3 lanes in Ferndale
− Bicycle infrastructure in auxiliary 5th lane and parks 

through PR
− $272,000 TAP grant request (30% local match)
− Match provided by Major Street fund (no property tax 

revenue used)
− 87% of corridor will still have protected cycle tracks



Sylvan-696 Cycle Track 
Project

PR/Ferndale Road Diet
Project Cycle Tracks



Approximate Cycle Track 
Limits South of Oakridge



Before/After Cross Section (Ferndale)
CURRENT CROSS-SECTION
(IN AREAS WITH PARKING)

AFTER CROSS-SECTION
(IN AREAS WITH PARKING)

Photo credit: Bergmann Associates, 2021



Buffer between traffic 
and cycle track TBD

Poplar to Oakland/Oxford



Bottom Line
• Acceptable LOS at all intersections with road diet in 
2022 and 2042

• Increase in 2042 Peak Hour corridor travel times:
− SB: 86 seconds AM, 23 seconds PM
− NB: 0 seconds AM, 35 seconds PM
− Based on traveling entire 2-mile corridor length

• No/marginal increase in off-peak travel times



Street Location AADT Lanes
Vehicles 
Per Lane

Mound 17 - 18 Mile 61,090 6 10,182
Big Beaver John R 59,774 6 9,962
Telegraph Quarton - Sq. Lake 52,983 6 8,831
Big Beaver Livernois 51,546 6 8,591
Woodward 13 Mile 60,069 8 7,509
Gratiot 10 - 11 Mile 42,849 6 7,142
Rochester Big Beaver - Wattles 42,040 6 7,007
16 Mile Gratiot - Harper 27,970 4 6,993
Woodward (w/road diet) 9 - Oakland Park 39,618 6 6,603
Woodward (w/road diet) 8 - 9 Mile 32,239 6 5,373
Woodward (current) 9 - Oakland Park 39,618 8 4,952
Woodward (current) 8 - 9 Mile 32,239 8 4,030

Source: MDOT and SEMCOG traffic count data



Bottom Line
• 87% of corridor frontage will have protected 2-way 

cycle tracks
• Business benefits from bicycle infrastructure



Bottom Line
• Pedestrian benefits

− shorter crossing times
− better buffer from moving traffic
− more comfortable walk experience

• Bicycle benefits
− interim design: paint and plastic - first step
− future design will be AAA level
− road diet claims space now, proof of concept before final 

build in future



Next Steps
• Ferndale Council voted 5-0 to accept MDOT changes
• Final MDOT decision on road diet
• TAP decision on grant funding
• Final design & construction in 2022 with Woodward 
resurfacing by MDOT
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