
 

City of Pleasant Ridge 
23925 Woodward Avenue 

Pleasant Ridge, Michigan 48069 

 

 

 

Regular Planning Commission Meeting 

Monday, December 12, 2016 

 

Members of the Planning Commission, and Residents: This shall serve as your official notification of the 
Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission to be held Monday, December 12, 2016, 7:00 P.M., in the 
City Commission Chambers, at the Pleasant Ridge City Hall, 23925 Woodward Avenue, Pleasant Ridge, 
Michigan 48069.  The following items are on the Agenda for your consideration: 
 
REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING-7:00 P.M.   
 

1. Meeting Called to Order.   

 

2. Roll Call. 

 

3. Consideration of the following minutes: 

a. Regular Planning Commission Meeting held Monday, September 26, 2016. 

 

4. PUBLIC DISCUSSION – Items not on the Agenda. 

 

5. Discussion regarding reappointments and Planning Commission/DDA officers. 

 

6. Discussion regarding Planning Commission/DDA open positions. 

 

7. Discussions regarding the 2017 Planning Commission/DDA meeting schedule. 

 

8. Consideration of the City of Ferndale Master Plan. 

 

9. City Manager’s Report. 

 

10. Other Business. 

     
11. Adjournment.         
 

 

 

In the spirit of compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals with a disability 
should feel free to contact the City at least seventy-two (72) hours in advance of the meeting, if 
requesting accommodations.
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City of Pleasant Ridge 
23925 Woodward Avenue 

Pleasant Ridge, Michigan 48069 

Regular Planning Commission Meeting 
Monday, September 26, 2016 

Having been duly publicized, Chairman Lenko called the meeting to order at 7:08 pm 

Present: Commissioner Christensen, Lenko, McAuliffe, McCutcheon, Schlesinger, 
Treuter.  

Also Present: City Manager Breuckman; City Commissioner Perry. 
Absent:  Commissioner Bolach, O’Brien. 

Minutes 
PC-2016-1529 

Motion by McCutcheon, second by Schlesinger, to approve the minutes of the Regular Planning 
Commission Meeting held Monday, June 27, 2016, as amended. 

Adopted:         Yeas: McAuliffe, Schlesinger, McCutcheon, Christensen, Treuter, Lenko.  
Nays: None. 

Planning Commission Projects 

Discussion was held regarding what the role of the Planning Commission is and the direction the 
Planning Commission should be taking. 

Commissioners overall happy with Zoning Ordinance, happy with exterior design standards and the 
redistricting.  Discussion was held regarding the creation of one zoning district for Woodward 
Avenue. 

Complete streets discussion and role the Planning Commission will take, if any, regarding regional 
transportation. 

Discussion of creation of a business forum, possible outreach to business owners regarding meeting 
schedule and what the business owners would like the Planning Commission to do to assist 
owners/retain businesses. 

Conversation was held regarding the work plan prioritization list dated 02/23/2015. (attached) 

Item 3a
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Discussion held regarding a proposed meeting schedule.  Mr. Rob Sakat, 8 Fairwood, questioned if a 
revised meeting schedule for the Planning Commission and/or DDA come up in the past or is this a 
new idea. 
 
 
Other Business 
 
Commissioner Barlow tendered his resignation as he has sold his home in Pleasant Ridge and has 
moved out of state. 
 
City Manager’s Report 
 
(None.) 
 
 
 
With no further business Chairman Lenko adjourned the meeting at 7:56 p.m.  
 
 
Submitted by: 
 
________________________________ 
Amy M. Drealan, City Clerk 



City of Pleasant Ridge 
James Breuckman, City Manager 

From: Jim Breuckman, City Manager 

To: Planning Commission 

Date: December 9, 2016 

Re: Appointment of Ex Officio PC/DDA Member 

Staff is proposing that the Planning Commission and DDA include an Ex Officio member of the City 

Commission. This would mean that a City Commissioner would sit on the PC/DDA as one of the 9 

members. This is a common arrangement in many communities across Michigan, and is expressly allowed 

by the Michigan Planning Enabling Act (PA 33 of 2008, mcl 125.3815(5)). The specific section of that act 

that allows for ex officio members is MCL 125.3815: 

(5) In a township that on September 1, 2008 had a planning commission created under former 1931

PA 285, 1 member of the legislative body or the chief elected official, or both, may be appointed to

the planning commission, as ex officio members. In any other township, 1 member of the legislative

body shall be appointed to the planning commission, as an ex officio member. In a city, village, or

county, the chief administrative official or a person designated by the chief administrative official, if

any, the chief elected official, 1 or more members of the legislative body, or any combination thereof,

may be appointed to the planning commission, as ex officio members, unless prohibited by charter.

However, in a city, village, or county, not more than 1/3 of the members of the planning commission

may be ex officio members. Except as provided in this subsection, an elected officer or employee of

the local unit of government is not eligible to be a member of the planning commission. The term of

an ex officio member of a planning commission shall be as follows:

(a) The term of a chief elected official shall correspond to his or her term as chief elected official.

(b) The term of a chief administrative official shall expire with the term of the chief elected official that

appointed him or her as chief administrative official.

(c) The term of a member of the legislative body shall expire with his or her term on the legislative

body.

The ex officio member is a full member of the Planning Commission and DDA with full voting rights. 

If the PC/DDA is amenable to adding a City Commissioner as an ex officio member, we will forward that 

recommendation to the City Commission when they make their appointments this coming January. 

Item 6



City of Pleasant Ridge 
James Breuckman, City Manager 

From: Jim Breuckman, City Manager 

To: Planning Commission 

Date: December 9, 2016 

Re: 2017 PC/DDA Meeting Schedule 

Following is a proposed PC/DDA meeting schedule as discussed at our October workshop. 

 January 23 – Regular meeting

 February 27 –Hold open in case business arises

 March 27 – Hold open in case business arises

 April 24 – Regular meeting

 May 22 – Hold open in case business arises

 June 26 – Hold open in case business arises

 July 24 – Regular meeting

 August 28 – Hold open in case business arises

 September 25 – Hold open in case business arises

 October 23 – Regular meeting

 December 11 – Hold open in case business arises (date for combined November/December

meeting due to conflicts with the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays)

Item 7



City of Pleasant Ridge 
James Breuckman, City Manager

From: Jim Breuckman, City Manager 

To: Planning Commission 

Date: December 9, 2016 

Re: Ferndale Master Plan Review 

The City of Ferndale has prepared a new Master Plan and has released it for comment to surrounding 
communities. The plan can be downloaded and viewed at: 

http://ferndalemi.gov/Portals/0/Ferndale%20Master%20Plan%20Draft-10-28-16.pdf 

I have attached Oakland County Planning’s review of the proposed Ferndale Master Plan and they find that 
the plan is not inconsistent with any surrounding community’s plan. 

Specific to Pleasant Ridge, the plan does not propose any land use changes near or on our borders, and so 
the plan is not expected to result in any direct land use impacts on our community in the forseeable future. 
Ferndale’s master plan contains elements that are consistent with our efforts to improve Woodward. 

I have attached a draft letter to be sent to the Ferndale Planning Commission. Please review the letter. If 
you have any requested revisions to the letter we can discuss those on Monday and I will create a final 
version of the letter after our discussion. 

Item 8

http://ferndalemi.gov/Portals/0/Ferndale%20Master%20Plan%20Draft-10-28-16.pdf


























 

 

City of Pleasant Ridge 
 

23925 Woodward Avenue, Pleasant Ridge, Michigan 48069 
Phone: 248-541-2901 • Web: www.cityofpleasantridge.org 

City Commission 
Kurt Metzger, Mayor 

Jay Foreman 
Jason Krzysiak 

Ann Perry 
Bret Scott 

 
City Manager 

James Breuckman 
 
 
December 12, 2016 
 
Ferndale Planning Commission c/o Justin Lyons, Planner 
Community and Economic Development 
300 East Nine Mile Road 
Ferndale, MI 48220 
 
Re: City of Ferndale Master Plan Update Draft Review 
 
Ferndale Planning Commissioners, 
 
The City of Pleasant Ridge Planning Commission has completed its review of the draft Ferndale Master 
Plan update. In the course of their review, the Planning Commission found that the plan is consistent 
with our future development plans in Pleasant Ridge. Specifically, both of our plans call for preserving 
our traditional residential character, while focusing on corridor redevelopment along Woodward. 
 
Specific to the Woodward Corridor, Pleasant Ridge stands ready to work with Ferndale on coordinated 
efforts to enhance and improve the areas both within and adjacent to the right of way. Within the 
public right of way, we desire to work with you to transform Woodward from a road that prioritizes 
vehicle traffic and regional vehicle throughput into a street that serves all modes of transportation and 
that adds value to our business and mixed use districts that front on Woodward. Transforming 
Woodward into a street that creates sense of place will have great benefits for both of our communities. 
 
We are prepared to work together with you on implementing non-motorized improvements on 
Woodward, and also potentially a coordinated zoning district and set of design standards for the 
Woodward corridor from Camborne north to 696. 
 
One suggestion is that you consider moving the “F” circles on the map on Page 39 of the plan so that 
those circles are within Ferndale’s boundaries rather than in Pleasant Ridge, Hazel Park, and Oak Park. 
 
Your proposed plan is comprehensive and well thought out, and we commend you for it. The focus on 
elements such as street trees, transportation mode diversity, infill housing, mixed-use corridor 
development/enhancement, and the smart approach to keeping Ferndale’s industrial areas vital and 
thriving in the 21st century are strong elements of a plan that we are sure will serve Ferndale well over 
the coming years. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Alex Lenko 
Chairperson, Pleasant Ridge Planning Commission 
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