
 

 

 

 
 

City of Pleasant Ridge 

23925 Woodward Avenue 

Pleasant Ridge, Michigan 48069 

 

Regular Planning Commission Meeting 

Monday, July 27, 2015 

 

Members of the Planning Commission, and Residents: This shall serve as your official notification of the Regular 

Meeting of the Planning Commission to be held Monday, July 27, 2015, 7:00 P.M., in the City Commission Chambers, 

23925 Woodward Avenue, Pleasant Ridge, Michigan 48069.  The following items are on the Agenda for your 

consideration: 

 

REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING-7:00 P.M.   
 

1. Meeting Called to Order.   

 

2. Roll Call. 

 

3. Consideration of the following minutes: 

a. Regular Planning Commission Meeting held Monday, June 8, 2015. 

 

4. PUBLIC DISCUSSION – Items not on the Agenda. 

 

5. Woodward/I-696 Complete Streets Study. 

 

6. Update on Traffic Calming Pilot Projects on the Ridge Road/Oakland Park intersection. 

 

7. Other Business. 

     

8. Adjournment.         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In the spirit of compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals with a disability 

should feel free to contact the City at least seventy-two (72) hours in advance of the meeting, if 

requesting accommodations.  
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City of Pleasant Ridge 
23925 Woodward Avenue 

Pleasant Ridge, Michigan 48069 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Regular Planning Commission Meeting 

Monday, June 8, 2015 

 
Having been duly publicized, Chairman Bolach called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Present: Bolach, Christensen, Decoster, Laidlaw, McAuliffe, McCutcheon, O’Brien, 

Schlesinger 
Also Present: City Manager Breuckman 
Absent:   Lenko 
 
Minutes 

PC-2015-1511 
Motion by Schlesinger, second by McAuliffe that the minutes of the Regular Planning Commission 
Meeting on Monday, May 4, 2015, be approved.  
 
Adopted:          Yeas: Bolach, Christensen, Decoster, Laidlaw, McAuliffe, McCutcheon, O’Brien,  

Schlesinger 
  Nays: None. 
 
 
Complete Streets Plan Update 
City Manager Breuckman explained that the City is involved in ongoing planning processes regarding 
complete streets improvements along Woodward and other streets within the community. Staff is 
proposing to amend the City Code of Ordinances to establish a complete streets ordinance pursuant 
to Public Act 135 of 2010.  The proposed complete streets ordinance would establish that the City of 
Pleasant Ridge will consider complete streets improvements in all public works projects. The City is 
considering a number of pilot projects in the coming year to improve our streets consistent with 
complete streets concepts.  
 
The ordinance will provide a clear statement of intent for the City, and will also form the basis upon 
which we consider the adoption of a complete streets plan based on the Gibbs Woodward/696 study 
and the complete streets study being completed for the entire Woodward Corridor by Parsons 
Brinckerhoff. Those plans will be brought forward for adoption as the City’s Complete Streets Plan 
after adoption of the Complete Streets ordinance. 
 
Practically speaking, the ordinance will not change how the City operates when making improvements 
on our local streets. Adoption of the ordinance will serve as our statement of intent and will require 
MDOT to consider our adopted plans whenever they are proposing improvements to Woodward or 
696 through Pleasant Ridge.  We will forward the Gibbs Study to the Planning Commission once we 
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receive it.  The City Commission will be considering a complete streets ordinance, we will proceed to 
review the Gibbs and Parsons Brinckerhoff studies for adoption as the City’s Complete Streets Plan 
with the Planning and City Commissions. 
 
Exterior Design Standards  
City Manager Breuckman gave a presentation regarding proposed exterior design standards.  Pleasant 
Ridge has a strong architectural character. The City was developed largely between 1910 and 1930, 
which was a period of architectural transition. During that time, new construction methods and 
materials were changing how buildings were built, and also opening up new possibilities for 
architecture. The City has long recognized that preserving our traditional architectural character is an 
important task. For this reason the Neighborhood Compatibility requirements were adopted into 
Section 82-166 of the Zoning Ordinance. However, the neighborhood compatibility standards are 
subjective, and do not offer specific guidance on what it is that Pleasant Ridge expects for the design 
and construction of new buildings. I am proposing that the City adopt a new style-neutral method of 
regulating new construction to ensure that new buildings are compatible in scale and design with the 
established character of Pleasant Ridge. 
 
Other Business 
Commissioner Decoster commented about the potential of rezoning the areas near the railroad tracks, 
on the eastside of Woodward. 
 
With no further business, Chairman Bolach adjourned the meeting at 7:43 p.m.  
 
 
 



City of Pleasant Ridge 
James Breuckman, City Manager 

 
 
From: Jim Breuckman, City Manager 

To: Planning Commission 

Date: July 23, 2015 

Re: Woodward-696 Complete Streets Plan 
 

Overview 
The City Commission adopted a Complete Streets ordinance at its July 14 meeting. The ordinance 
references a complete streets plan to be adopted by the City. The recently completed Woodward-696 
Complete Streets plan can serve as the first component of Pleasant Ridge’s complete streets plan. 

Background 
The complete streets ordinance establishes that the City of Pleasant Ridge will adopt a complete 
streets plan and will consider complete streets improvements as part of all local public works 
projects. The City is considering a number of pilot projects in the coming year to improve our 
streets consistent with complete streets concepts. The adoption of the ordinance and plan will also 
provide the City with some leverage with MDOT when improvements are proposed for Woodward 
Avenue. 
 
The Pleasant Ridge complete streets plan will consist of three parts: 
 

1. The Woodward-696 Complete Streets Study recently prepared by Gibbs Planning Group. 
 

2. A Woodward Complete Streets Plan being prepared for the entire 26-mile length of 
Woodward for the Woodward Avenue Action Association by Parsons-Brinckerhoff. 

 
3. A local street Traffic Calming and Green Infrastructure manual being prepared for the City 

by Harley Ellis Devereaux. 
 

Components 2 and 3 are anticipated to be completed this fall, and will be forwarded to the 
Planning Commission for review, comment, and adoption as they are finished. 

Requested Action 
Approval of the attached resolution adopting the Woodward/696 Complete Streets Study as the first 
component of the Pleasant Ridge Complete Streets Plan. 
 
G:\Planning and Zoning\Complete Streets\PR Complete Streets Plan\2015.07.23 Complete Streets Plan PC Cover memo.docx 
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The Process: Incremental Experimentation

Using This Study Complete Streets Elements

With potentially limited funding, incremental, small scale improvements could be viewed as a low-cost way to stage more significant investments. The 
four-step process above illustrates implementing a road diet by: (1) testing the design with construction barrells (2) if successfull making the temporary 
design more permanent with paint and delineators (3) eventually making permanent changes to infrastructure (4) allowing for complementary land uses 
to support walkability and placemaking.

This study is organized by short-term 
road diet strategies (a) and long-
term concepts (b). The short-term 
plans illustrate lane closures, lane-line 
realignments, road-space reclaimations 
and pedestrian enhancements that 
may be tested. The long-term concept 
demonstrates best practices for 
pedestrian and non-motorized facilities, 
urban design and development, which 
can be accomodated with the current 
right-of-way should the underpass be 
removed and BRT implemented. The 
results of short-term testing should 
influence the eventual implementation 
of the long-term concept.

Consult ing Team:Gibbs Planning Group, Inc. ,  Nelson\Nygaard Consult ing Associates,  Peter Swift ,  and Associates,  PE.,  The Street Plans Col laborat ive and TND Engineering. 
Limits  of  Study:  The images and recommendations i l lustrated on page are conceptual  art ist  renderings for   general  discussion and planning purposes only.   Further research, 
planning,  design,  engineering and permitt ing are required PRIOR to implementing any pedestr ian,  bicycle,  streetscape,  s ignage, landscaping or street modif icat ions.
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	 Cycle Track 	 Local Access Lane

	 Sidewalk

Two-way cycle tracks are physically separated lanes that allow 
bicycle movement in both directions on one side of the road. A 
cycle track is physically separated from motor traffic and distinct 
from the sidewalk, providing comfort to cyclist and pedestrian alike.

Protected bike lanes are conventional bicycle lanes paired with 
a designated buffer space separating the bicycle lane from the 
adjacent motor vehicle travel lane and/or parking lane.

On-street parking provides motorists with the opportunity to park 
close to their destination. Not separated from the roadway, on-
street parking slows down drivers who are instinctevly watchful of 
other cars while placing a barrier between pedestrians and cars.

Street trees enhance city streets both functionally and aesthetically. 
Trees provide shade to homes, businesses, and pedestrians. Street 
trees also have the potential to slow traffic speeds. Aesthetically, 
street trees frame the street and the sidewalk as discrete public 
realms, enriching each with a sense of rhythm and human scale.

Local access lanes provide local vehicle access separated from 
through travel lanes to simultaneously move vehicles on the 
primary roadway while providing a calm, spacious pedestrian and 
living environment for adjacent businesses and residences.

Sidewalks are conduits for pedestrian movement and access, they 
enhance connectivity and promote walking. As public spaces, 
sidewalks serve as the front steps to the city, activating streets 
socially and economically. 

	 Protected Bike Lane	 On-Street Parking

	 Street Trees

Millington Rd

Tiffany Ln

E Maryland
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S t r e e t s  S t u d y

  L o c a t i o n  M a p

  Ke y

1 ”  =  2 0 0 ’

Huntington Woods, Pleasant Ridge, Royal Oak, Michigan
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Woodward Avenue north of I-696 (Royal Oak & Huntington Woods)

Woodward Avenue south of I-696 (Pleasant Ridge)

1” = 15’

1” = 15’

Dimensions are suggested and subject to municipal, county and state engineering review. Buffer widths should be a minimum of 3 feet and may be 
adjusted as necessary. Existing street trees should be accomodated to the extent possible.
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	 Short-Term Road Diet 	 Long-Term Concept

Woodward & Ten Mile (696) Concept
Short-Term Implementation
•  Shorten pedestrian crossing distances across EB Ten Mile, WB Ten Mile and SB Woodward. 
•  Reduce dedicated turn-lanes for EB Ten Mile, WB Ten Mile and SB Woodward.
•  Add buffer around pedestrian islands crossing Woodward by through-lane reduction, and turn-around size
    adjustment. Saw cut and paint pedestrian islands for improved comfort. Add “zebra” pedestrian crossings.
•  Consider revised signage to improve driver navigation through intersection, especially for turn-lanes onto 
    NB Woodward and Main Street.

Long-Term Concept
•  Remove underpass; all Woodward traffic at-grade.
•  Begin three-lane SB Woodward south of WB Ten Mile and four-lane NB Woodward north of EB Ten Mile.
•  Center-running bus rapid transit lanes in median.
•  Two-way cycle track on NB-SB sides of Woodward.
•  Partial cap or cantilever over 696 to accomodate cycle track, widened sidewalk and civic art.
•  Add civic art to properly frame the right-of-way and give area sense of arrival and identity.
 
Key Design Features: maximum 11’ vehicle travel lanes, minimum 10’ two-way cycle track, minimum 6’ 
	 sidewalk, minimum 10’ buffer between travel lanes and two-way cycle track, 10’-11’ bus rapid
	 transit lane

	 Long-Term Concept Aerial View

WB Ten Mile

EB Ten Mile

NB Woodward

SB Woodward
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	 Short-Term Road Diet 	 Long-Term Concept
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Main & Woodward Concept
Short-Term Implementation
•  Shorten pedestrian crossing distances across Main.
•  Reduce dedicated turn-lanes for Woodward onto Main and Main onto EB Ten Mile.
•  Reduce southern most through-lane on EB Ten Mile to increase buffer for sidewalk on triangle.
•  Tighten turn radius for Woodward traffic turning onto Main.
•  Consider screen wall to conceal parking lots east of Main.

Long-Term Concept
•  Remove underpass; all Woodward traffic at-grade.
•  Two-way traffic on Main extending south from Royal Oak, two travel lanes in each direction and one 
    on-street parking lane on each side of Main. Additional parking may need to be provided in triangle.
•  Install signalized intersection at Main and Woodward allowing right-turn from Woodward onto Main, 
    and left-turn from Main onto SB Woodward. Add Woodward pedestrian crossing.
•  Two-way cycle track on NB-SB sides of Woodward. Protected one-way bike-lane on NB-SB sides of Main.
•  Expand public parking with local access lane on NB Woodward. Add to SB Woodward if necessary.

Key Design Features: maximum 11’ vehicle travel lanes (10’ lanes on Main), minimum 10’ two-way cycle
	 track, minimum 5’ protected bike lane, minimum 6’ sidewalk, maximum 20’ local access lane, 
	 minimum 3’ buffer between parking lanes and bike facilities

EB Ten Mile
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Main & Ten Mile (696) Concept
Short-Term Implementation
•  Shorten pedestrian crossing distances across Main and EB Ten Mile.
•  Add buffer around pedestrian island crossing Ten Mile by right-sizing NB Main lanes to 11’ and adjusting
    turn-around lane size. Saw cut and paint pedestrian islands for improved comfort.
•  Install “zebra” pedestrain crossings.

Long-Term Concept
•  Remove underpass; all Woodward traffic at-grade.
•  Install partial cap or cantilever over 696 to expand pedestrian and bicycle facilities. Develop commercial
    buildings on each side of the Main cap.
•  Two-way traffic on Main extending south from Royal Oak, two travel lanes in each direction and one 
    on-street parking lane on each side of Main. Additional parking may need to be provided behind west 
    commercial building on cap.
•  Expand signilized intersection to allow turns onto Main from EB and WB Ten Mile. Allow pedestrian
    crossing on each side of Main.
•  Protected one-way bike-lane on NB-SB sides of Main.

Key Design Features: maximum 10’ lanes on Main, minimum 5’ protected bike lane, minimum 5’ sidewalk,
	 maximum 8’ on-street parking lane, minimum 3’ buffer between parking lane and bike facilities
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	 Long-Term Concept Aerial View
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	 Short-Term Road Diet
	 Long-Term Concept
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Woodward & Washington/Lafayette Concept
Short-Term Implementation
•  Shorten pedestrian crossing distances across NB Washington, SB Washington and SB Lafayette by removing
    dedicated turn lanes.
•  Add buffer along Woodward pedestrian crossing by reducing to two through-lanes moving from 
    Washington to Lafayette. Saw cut and paint pedestrian sidewalk for improved comfort.
•  Install “zebra” pedestrain crossings.

Long-Term Concept
•  Remove underpass; all Woodward traffic at-grade.
•  Remove all dedicated turn lanes onto NB Washington and SB Lafayette, install right-turns from Woodward
    to Washington and Woodward to Lafayette. Lane configuration may change if BRT route extends to Wash.
•  Reduce Washington to one lane in each direction with one on-street parking lane on each side of 
    Washington. Use excess right-of-way to install boulevard, turn lane or local BRT lane.
•  Center-running bus rapid transit lanes in median. BRT station in median south of Washington.
•  Two-way cycle track on NB-SB sides of Woodward. Protected one-way bike-lane on NB-SB sides of Wash.

Key Design Features: maximum 11’ lanes (10’ on Washington), minimum 10’ two-way cycle track, 
	 minimum 5’ protected bike lane, minimum 5’ sidewalk, maximum 8’ on-street parking lane, 
	 minimum 3’ buffer between parking lane and bike facilities, 10’-11’ bus rapid transit lane
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	 Long-Term Concept Aerial View
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Lafayette & 10 Mile (696) Concept
Short-Term Implementation
•  Shorten pedestrian crossing distances across WB Ten Mile, EB Washington and SB Woodward by removing
    dedicated turn lanes and tightening curb radii.
•  Add buffer along Ten Mile pedestrian crossing by reducing to two through-lanes moving from 
    Lafayette to EB Ten Mile. Saw cut and paint pedestrian island for improved comfort.
•  Install “zebra” pedestrain crossings.

Long-Term Concept
•  Remove underpass; all Woodward traffic at-grade.
•  Expand Ten Mile pedestrian crossing and plant or color for improved comfort.
•  Tighten curb radii from SB Woodward and SB Lafayette to WB Ten Mile.
•  Install pedestrian access through Ten Mile sound wall at Ridge Road.

Key Design Features: maximum 11’ lanes, minimum 10’ two-way cycle track, 
	 minimum 5’ sidewalk, minimum 3’ buffer between parking lane and bike facilities, 

WB Ten Mile

EB Ten Mile

SB Lafayette

SB Woodward

	 Long-Term Concept Aerial View
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Woodward & Lincoln Concept
Short-Term Implementation
•  Make pedestrian crossing more direct by extending north boulevard.
•  Add bicycle box at signal and provisional bike-lane through intersection. Add sharrow markings to Lincoln.
•  Reduce gas station curb cut to avoid pedestrian conflict with exiting vehicles.
•  Move stop line south on NB side of Woodward to improve visibility of pedestrians in crosswalk. 
•  Revise signage before the underpass entrance to better describe local and express routes.
•  Add public sidewalk for access from Huntington Road to SB Woodward (Zoo & Huntington Woods).

Long-Term Concept
•  Four lanes of Woodward traffic in each direction. Local acess lane on NB-SB sides of Woodward.
•  Two-way cycle track on NB-SB sides of Woodward. 
•  Remove southern gas station curb cut.
•  Center-running bus rapid transit lanes in median.
•  Remove redundant curb cuts or consolidate curb cuts through shared-access agreements.
•  Close through access to Hendrie by installing a cul-de-sac. Access still available at 6th Street.

Key Design Features: maximum 11’ lanes (10’ on Lincoln), minimum 8’ two-way cycle track, 
	 minimum 5’ sidewalk, minimum 3’ buffer between parking lane and bike facilities, 
	 sharrow markings along Lincoln, minimum 5’ provisional bike lane crossing Woodward

Lincoln Avenue

Lincoln Avenue

NB WoodwardSB Woodward

	 Long-Term Concept Aerial View



W o o d w a r d  &  O a k l a n d  P a r k / S y l v a nW o o d w a r d - 6 9 6  C o n c e p t u a l  C o m p l e t e  S t r e e t s  S t u d y

	 Short-Term Road Diet 	 Long-Term Concept

Consult ing Team:Gibbs Planning Group, Inc. ,  Nelson\Nygaard Consult ing Associates,  Peter Swift ,  and Associates,  PE.,  The Street Plans Col laborat ive and TND Engineering. 
Limits  of  Study:  The images and recommendations i l lustrated on page are conceptual  art ist  renderings for   general  discussion and planning purposes only.   Further research, 
planning,  design,  engineering and permitt ing are required PRIOR to implementing any pedestr ian,  bicycle,  streetscape,  s ignage, landscaping or street modif icat ions.
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Woodward & Oakland Park/Sylvan Concept
Short-Term Implementation
•  Make pedestrian crossing more direct by reducing curb radius at SB Woodward and Oakland Park.
•  Add bicycle box at signal and provisional bike-lane through intersection. Add sharrow markings or bike
    route signage to Oakland Park and Sylvan.
•  Install wide, “zebra” crosswalks and move vehicle stop lines to improve pedestrian visibility.

Long-Term Concept
•  Three lanes of Woodward traffic in each direction. Local acess lane on NB-SB sides of Woodward.
•  Two-way cycle track on NB-SB sides of Woodward. 
•  West-edge running bus rapid transit lanes in median to preserve existing trees.
•  Redesign residential street intersections with Woodward to tighten curb radii and create 90° turns for 
    improved pedestrian visibility.
•  Realign Oakland Park with Sylvan if existing tree dies. 

Key Design Features: maximum 11’ lanes, minimum 8’ two-way cycle track, minimum 5’ sidewalk, 
	 minimum 3’ buffer between parking lane and bike facilities, sharrow markings along
	 Oakland Park/Sylvan, minimum 5’ provisional bike lane crossing Woodward

Oakland Park
Sylvan

NB Woodward

SB Woodward

	 Long-Term Concept Aerial View



M a i n ,  R i d g e  &  W a s h i n g t o n  C r o s s - S e c t i o n sW o o d w a r d - 6 9 6  C o n c e p t u a l  C o m p l e t e  S t r e e t s  S t u d y

Consult ing Team:Gibbs Planning Group, Inc. ,  Nelson\Nygaard Consult ing Associates,  Peter Swift ,  and Associates,  PE.,  The Street Plans Col laborat ive and TND Engineering. 
Limits  of  Study:  The images and recommendations i l lustrated on page are conceptual  art ist  renderings for   general  discussion and planning purposes only.   Further research, 
planning,  design,  engineering and permitt ing are required PRIOR to implementing any pedestr ian,  bicycle,  streetscape,  s ignage, landscaping or street modif icat ions.
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Dimensions are suggested and subject to municipal, county and state engineering review. Buffer widths should be a minimum of 3 feet and may be 
adjusted as necessary. Existing street trees should be accomodated to the extent possible.
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City of Pleasant Ridge  
Ordinance No. 413 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE PLEASANT RIDGE CODE OF ORDINANCES, TO ADD A NEW SECTION 
62-1 COMPLETE STREETS. 

THE CITY OF PLEASANT RIDGE ORDAINS THAT THE PLEASANT RIDGE CITY CODE IS HEREBY 
AMENDED TO ADD A NEW SECTION NUMBERED 62-1, WHICH SAID SECTION READS AS FOLLOWS:  

Section 1.  

Section 62-1 – Complete Streets  
The City of Pleasant Ridge will plan for, design, and construct all transportation improvement 
projects to provide appropriate accommodation for bicyclists, pedestrians, transit users, and persons 
of all ages and abilities in accordance with the City of Pleasant Ridge Complete Streets Plan, as 
funding priorities permit. This Section 61-1 and the Pleasant Ridge Complete Streets Plan shall serve 
as the City’s complete streets policy pursuant to MCL 247.660p.  

(a) Definitions. 

“Complete Streets” means roadways planned, designed, and constructed to provide 
appropriate access to all legal users in a manner that promotes safe and efficient movement 
of people and goods whether by car, truck, transit, assistive device, foot or bicycle. 

(b) The City of Pleasant Ridge Complete Streets Plan shall be referenced and its 
implementation considered prior to construction or reconstruction within city rights-of-way. 

(c) The Complete Streets Plan will include, at a minimum, accommodations for bicycle routes, 
lanes, and paths; sidewalks and pedestrian paths; best practices for crossing pedestrians 
and bicycles at both intersections and mid-block locations; transit facilities; and related 
safety improvements and amenities. In developing the plan consideration will be given to 
existing non-motorized transportation facilities, potential non-motorized travel patterns, 
implementation and maintenance cost versus potential use, the public safety of both street 
users and abutting property owners, and funding priorities over a 6-year horizon. The City 
will look for opportunities to incorporate principles of complete streets and maximize 
walkable and bikeable streets within the City of Pleasant Ridge in conjunction with all 
public works projects, as appropriate. 

(d) Complete streets shall be designed and built in substantial conformance to the latest 
guidelines published by the American Association of State Highway Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO), the National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO), Institute of 
Transportation Engineers (ITE), the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT), and 
the U.S. Department of Justice (relative to the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990). 



(e) It will be a goal of the city to fund the implementation of the non-motorized transportation 
plan, which shall include expending State Act 51 funds received by the city annually in 
accordance with Public Act 135 of 2010, as amended. 

(f) Exceptions. Complete streets improvements may be excepted in cases where the cost to 
complete such improvements would be excessively disproportionate to the need or 
potential use, where the project segment would not result in a meaningful addition to the 
non-motorized network, or where the project is due to an emergency that requires 
nearterm action. 

Section 2. Severability – This ordinance and each article, section, subsection, paragraph, 
subparagraph, part, provision, sentence, word and portion thereof are hereby declared to 
be severable, and if they or any of them are declared to be invalid or unenforceable for 
any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction, it is hereby provided that the remainder 
of this ordinance shall not be affected thereby.  

Section 3. Repeal and Effective Date  

Repeal – All regulatory provisions contained in other City ordinances which are inconsistent with the 
provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.  

Effective Date - This Ordinance shall be effective fifteen days after enactment and upon publication.  

Certificate  

I hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City Commission of the City of  
Pleasant Ridge at a meeting thereof on July 14, 2015  

 
_______________________________________ 

Amy M. Drealan, Clerk  
City of Pleasant Ridge  

City Commission Introduction: ........................ Tuesday, June 9, 2015  
City Commission Public Hearing: .....................Tuesday, July 14, 2015   
City Commission Adoption: ..............................Tuesday, July 14, 2015 
Published: .........................................................Sunday, July 19, 2015  
Effective: ...........................................................Wednesday, July 29, 2015 
 



City of Pleasant Ridge 
James Breuckman, City Manager 

 
 
From: Jim Breuckman, City Manager 

To: Planning Commission 

Date: July 23, 2015 

Re: Traffic Calming Pilot Projects Overview 
 

Overview 
The City is preparing to undertake traffic calming pilot projects on Ridge Road and in the alley between 
Kensington and Devonshire. 

Background 
Staff will provide an update on proposed traffic calming pilot projects at the July 27 meeting. 
Attached is to this memo is the following background information: 
 

1. Pages from the NACTO Urban Street Design Guide 
 

2. A summary of Ridge Road traffic and speed counts from last fall 
 

3. A summary of key traffic statistics from surveyed streets 
 

I am preparing a presentation on proposed traffic calming projects that we can test on Ridge Road, 
which we will review on Monday. 

Requested Action 
No requested action at this time. 
 
 
G:\Planning and Zoning\Complete Streets\Street Pilot Projects\Ridge\2015.07.23 Ridge Road Traffic Calming.docx 























Street

Average 
Weekday 
Volume

Average 
Weekend 
Volume

Avg. 
Weekday 

Westbound 
Volume

Avg. 
Weekday 

Eastbound 
Volume

Avg. 
Weekday 

Southbound 
Volume

Avg. 
Weekday 

Northbound 
Volume

Average 
Speed

85th 
Percentile 

Speed
% over 25 

mph
% over 30 

mph
% over 35 

mph
% over 40 

mph
Ridge 3,549 3,257 2,220 1,329 28.5 32.3 82.4% 44.1% 6.5% 0.7%
Woodward Heights 2,854 2,068 1,515 1,339 26.2 29.9 54.7% 16.4% 3.8% 0.9%
Oxford 1,152 888 216 936 26.2 30.3 61.7% 22.3% 2.8% 0.5%
Indiana 892 730 432 460 21.4 26.0 18.3% 4.3% 1.2% 0.1%
Cambridge W 525 227 261 264 26.2 30.7 61.4% 23.9% 3.7% 0.7%
Maplefield 424 256 168 23.4 30.2 38.0% 17.0% 3.2% 0.5%
Amherst
Bermuda
Cambridge E
Devonshire
Elm Park Avenue
Elm Park Boulevard
Fairwood
Hanover
Kenberton
Kenberton W
Kensington
Maywood
Millington
Norwich
Oakdale
Oakland Park
Poplar Park
Sylvan
Wellesley
Woodside Park
Woodward



Ridge Road Traffic Analysis

100 feet South of Oakland Park
December 8, 2014 through December 14, 2014



Count Location
Location: Ridge Road 100 feet 
south of Oakland Park

Time Period: Monday, 12/8/14 
through Sunday, 12/14/14

Total 7-day volume: 24,259

Average daily volume: 3,466

Average weekday volume: 3,549

Average weekend volume: 3,257

Ridge Rd.



Key Data
Northbound Southbound Total

Average Daily Traffic (weekday) 1,329 2,220 3,549
AM Peak Hour Vol. (weekday) 160 135 295
PM Peak Hour Vol. (weekday) 125 242 367
Average Speed 28.2 mph 28.6 mph 28.5 mph
85th Percentile Speed 31.9 mph 32.3 mph --
% over 25 mph 84.2% 79.5% 82.4%
% over 30 mph 45.6% 41.7% 44.1%
% over 35 mph 7.0% 5.7% 6.5%
% over 40 mph 1.0% 0.4% 0.7%

AM peak hour is 8-9am, and PM peak hour is 5-6pm

Ridge Rd.
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75 mph!
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85th percentile speed:
32.3 mph

25 mph:
16th percentile
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85th percentile speed:
31.9 mph

25 mph:
20th percentile

N
or

th
bo

un
d 

Sp
ee

d 
Pe

rc
en

til
es

Ridge Rd.



Conclusions
• Speeds are consistently above 25 mph
• 56% of traffic travels <30mph
• Almost all traffic is below 35 mph
• A few very high vehicle speeds (>50 mph) on 
southbound Ridge (75 mph max)

• Traffic calming interventions necessary to support 
25mph target speed

Ridge Rd.
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